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Today’s Lesson Title:  400 YEARS OF CONFLICT-from the very beginning of the first attempts at permanent European settlement of North America(Roanoke Colony-1585) Europeans believed they had an “Indian Problem” that had to be solved.  Today’s lesson will focus on the problem and take a brief look at the history of European attempts to solve “the problem.”
GOD’S HELP-at least that’s what the early colonists called it.  Native Americans hadn’t been exposed to European diseases.

Most anthropologists believe that between 1607 and 1637 diseases like smallpox and chicken pox wiped out 70 percent of the native population in the eastern part of North America.  Early European settlers interpreted all this as God’s punishment for the wickedness of the Indians.  Disease did much to solve the “Indian problem.”

PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE-from 1620 until 1675, New England Indian tribes and European settlers lived in peace with one another-even helping each other survive.  But as more and more Europeans poured into New England the Indians began to feel more and more threatened.  The Indians never intended for Europeans to pass  land ownership on to their children-in the Indian’s mind he was letting white settlers use or borrow the land.  As the first generation of white settlers began dying off and leaving the land to their children and grandchildren the Indians became more resistive to the European presence.

KING PHILLIP’S WAR-King Phillip or Metacom, Chief of the Wampanoag led his people against the European settlers of Massachusetts in 1675.  Within one year most of the Indian tribes of New England had been wiped out by the settlers.  

