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Today’s Lesson Title:  PREHISTORIC OKLAHOMA AND OUR NATURAL RESOURCES-Last time we explored the fact Oklahoma was once a shallow salt sea and how that turned into a “bubblin crude, oil that is, black gold, Texas tea.”  But Oklahoma has more than oil and natural gas to recommend it to the rest of America.  Today’s lesson will explore some of the other natural resources that have shaped our history.

AQUIFERS-aqua-the Latin word for water.  The Ogallala Aquifer lies deep below far western Oklahoma and has made life possible in an otherwise arid region of Oklahoma.  About 3000 feet down below the surface is a sea of fresh water that western Oklahoma has used for irrigation for the last sixty years.  The area west of the 100th meridian doesn’t get very much rain(just west of Enid and Woodward)each year.  So how do people make a living farming?  By tapping the Ogallala Aquifer.  But it isn’t going to  last forever.  And its water level has already dropped by about 18 feet.  It takes thousands of years to replace and when it is gone it is gone.

THE GYPSUM HILLS-in western Oklahoma are the remnants of long dead dinosaurs(the calcium in their bones).  Again, most of it is found in western Oklahoma and we make sheet rock out of it.   But, again, when it’s gone it’s gone.

THE DINOSAURS-and other prehistoric beasts roamed the area and provided the basis for the fossil fuels that have fueled Oklahoma’s economy.  Every year petrified mastodon bones come tumbling over Keystone Dam and land along the banks of the Arkansas River here in Sand Springs.

