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Today’s Lesson Title:  CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS CONFLICTS-from the first permanent European settlement in North America at Jamestown, Virginia until this day there continues to be cultural misunderstanding between Native Americans and European-Americans.  Today, we will focus on the two main conflicts between the two groups.

TWO CONFLICTS-ONE CULTURAL, ONE RELIGIOUS

1. Property ownership-Indians owned everything as a tribe.  

Europeans believed in individual ownership of property.

So what did this mean in practice?  Indians would help themselves to European’s possessions expecting the Europeans to help themselves to whatever the Indian had.  Instead, the European would end up shooting the Indian for either trespassing or what he believed to be stealing.  Indians never did understand the idea of individual land ownership.  They owned the land as a tribe.  Mother earth was too big for an individual to own any part of.  After all, we come from the dirt and we will return to the dirt.  It was here long before we arrived and would be here long after we are gone.  No, an individual can not own a piece of mother earth.  When the Indians turned over land to Europeans by treaty they thought they were “renting  the land” to whites.  Indians never intended Europeans to pass land on to their children.

Europeans prized land ownership above all else-it gave a person status.  They expected to own land in North America.

2. Polygamy-many of the Indian tribes first encountered by

European settlers near the east coast practiced polygamy.

This meant that men(especially chiefs) kept several wives(Chief Powhatan-father of Pocahontas-had 50). 

