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b. The government offered to protect the Indians and their

rights.

c. The government agreed to provide services in exchange for tribal lands.

d. The government prevents anyone other than itself from

disposing of or otherwise altering the status of tribal 

lands.

The Doctrine of Discovery had two main effects on Indian/ 

U.S. Government relations:

1. It prevented the United States from ever trying to conquer 

the Indians.

2. Indian tribes were recognized as sovereign(self-ruling)

nations.  They were allowed to have their own government and law enforcement without interference from the U.S. or state governments.

In other words the U.S. Government was obligated to protect the Indians and their land ownership.  If the Indians signed a treaty giving up Indian lands for white settlement the government had to provide whatever the land had provided to the Indians(food, shelter, housing, blankets, etc.)

This method of dealing with Native Americans continued until 1871 when Grant’s Indian Policy took effect.

