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Today’s Lesson Title:  FOUR HUNDRED YEARS OF CULTURAL CONFLICT-for the next three weeks we will focus on Native Americans.  Normally, in American history we would not give this much time to discussing one ethnic group’s experience but because Indians are so much a part of our state’s unique history we will give the time and effort at trying to understand the cultural and religious conflicts that have shaped the laws and policies governing European-Native relationships.

WHAT NORMALLY HAPPENS-when a new group moves in they conquer and subjugate the people already there.  That didn’t happen in North America.  Why?

1.  The Doctrine of Discovery-gave ownership of the land to 

     the  country of the explorer who discovered the new

     territory.  But because the new owner was not at war with

     the natives the natives relationship to the new owner had to

     be defined.  So according to the Doctrine of Discovery the

     Indians were the “rightful occupants.”  Therefore, any use              

         of the land by Europeans or U.S. Citizens had to be purchased or

      otherwise legally obtained. The U.S. Government continued

     this traditional way of dealing with Native Americans when

     they came to power in 1778.

2.  Treaties-were the main way of obtaining land from the Nat-

     ive Americans from 1778 until 1871.  In those treaties 

     Indian tribes were referred to as sovereign nations.  Because

     Americans believed in the concept of the Doctrine of Dis-
     covery all the treaties contained four specific provisions:   

a. The government acknowledged Indian rights to occupy 

and use tribal land(even to build casinos and smoke shops on that land).

