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Today’s Lesson Title:  “Promoting the General Welfare” IN THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS-what should the government do first in the area we now call Oklahoma?  After the Adams-Onis Treaty finally established the southern and western borders of what was to become Oklahoma, Congress turned its attention to bringing the “blessings of liberty” to the southern plains.  Today’s lesson will focus on some of what got done by the U.S. Government.

FORTS-were the first order of business.  Soldiers were needed in the area to “insure domestic tranquility.”  Where should they be located to do the most good?  

Fort Smith-was built in 1817 on the edge of what would shortly thereafter be called Indian Territory.  Built on the banks of the Arkansas River it was the largest of three forts to be built in the area.

Fort Gibson-was built in 1824 near where the Grand River flows into the Arkansas River(near present day Muskogee).  It was the second largest fort in what is now Oklahoma and continued as an active fort clear up into the 20th Century.  Several soldiers did time at Gibson that went on to fame in American history(U.S. Grant, Jefferson Davis, among others).

Fort Towson-was built near where the Kiamichi River flows into the Red River(east of present day Durant). It was also built in 1824 and was the smallest of the three forts.

ROADS-were the second order of business after the forts were constructed.  The forts had to be connected by well-maintained roads-especially between Fort Smith and Fort Gibson.  The army had to be sure they would be able to move troops and artillery around as quickly as possible.  

