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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE ERA OF GOOD FEELINGS AND GOOD RESULTS-have you ever wondered what it might be like to live in a country where the political parties could get along and agree on what will best “promote the general welfare?”   Americans experienced such a time in our country’s history during the five years right after the United States won the War of 1812.  Federalists and Democratic-Republicans actually worked together to enact legislation that did indeed improve the country.  They voted money to build good roads.  They felt confident enough to press other countries into accepting our ideas about where our borders should be.  Today, we will focus on one treaty that made all the difference for the future of Oklahoma.

THE QUESTION-when a river is the border between two states where is the actual state line?  Examples:  Kentucky and Ohio, Nebraska and Iowa, Iowa an Illinois, Missouri and Illinois, Minnesota and Wisconsin-well, we could go on and on.  Where is the actual statelines between these states?  Isn’t it usually in the very center of the river-equal distance from each bank?  Keep that thought in mind.

THE ADAMS-ONIS TREATY OF 1819- was a treaty signed with Spain in 1819.  Spain gave up her claim to Florida and Oregon.  But the most important part of the treaty had to do with the borders of what is now Oklahoma.  According to the Adams-Onis Treaty the southern border of the Louisiana Purchase would be the south bank of the Red River(not down the center of the river like it is everywhere else).  Later, Oklahoma would use the Adams-Onis Treaty to win two very important court cases that would shape the future of our state.

