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WHAT WAS HAPPENING BACK EAST?-James Madison was President.  In 1812, the United States declared war on England and gave three reasons:

1. They were stealing our cargo ships.

2. They were kidnapping our sailors and making them work

on British battleships.

3. They were supplying Indians on the western frontier with

         guns that they were using to kill U.S. citizens.

One event occurred during the War of 1812 that would influence the future of Oklahoma.  The Fort Mimms Massacre occurred in 1814 at Fort Mimms about forty miles north of Mobile, Alabama.  The British and the local Indians rounded up over 400 unarmed men, women, and children(all U.S. citizens) and locked them inside Fort Mimms.  The Indians got drunk and fired down on these unarmed civilians killing all 400.  General Andrew Jackson never forgave the Indians for this.  He said “if they are going to behave like animals we will hunt them down like animals.”  That pretty much summed up his attitude toward Indians.

THE WAR WON-In 1814, we Americans beat the world’s strongest nation a second time.  After that we became confident we were going to survive as a nation.  From 1815 until 1820 the political parties worked together in what historians now call “the Era of good feelings.”  Winning the war also gave the United States enough power to negotiate treaties that would finally establish the borders for the United States.

