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Today’s Lesson Title:  EARLY GOVERNMENT IN OKLAHOMA –1803-1820- On December 20, 1803, the French flag flying over New Orleans came down and the “stars and bars” went up.  What kind of government would Louisiana have?  Never before had such a large territory been acquired by a government all at one time.  Some 20,000 U.S. citizens were already living in Louisiana-mostly around New Orleans and St. Louis.  Today’s lesson and the lessons for the rest of the week will deal with what occurred in the United States and more particularly in the area of what we call Oklahoma between 1803 and 1820.

TWO TERRITORIES-in March 1804, Congress divided Louisiana into two districts-the Territory of New Orlean which included what would become the states of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Oklahoma, and the Territory of Louisiana which included what would become Missouri, Kansas, Nebraska, South and North Dakota, Colorado, Wyoming, and Montana.  General James Wilkinson(father of the James B. Wilkinson who first visited Sand Springs in 1806) became governor of the Territory of Louisiana in St. Louis. 

The Territory of Missouri-was formed in 1812 when the Territory of New Orleans became the new state of Louisiana.

What is now Oklahoma became a part of the Territory of Missouri after 1812.  William Clark became governor.

The Territory of Arkansas-in 1819, the Territory of Arkansas was divided off from the rest of the Missouri Territory.  The Territory of Arkansas included what is today Arkansas and Oklahoma.  Sometimes the area where Oklahoma is today was referred to as the Western District of Arkansas.

