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THE BOOK-Long’s main contribution to Oklahoma History actually occurred when he returned to Washington, D.C. in the early 1820s and wrote a book about the Western District of Arkansas(Indian Territory-Oklahoma).  In his book he called our area THE GREAT AMERICAN DESERT.  Not only that, the publishers included a fold out map of the area in the center of the book and on the map labeled the area where Oklahoma and southern Kansas are today The Great American Desert.  What pioneer in his right mind would move to such a place?  Long’s book has had a lasting impact our state history in four ways:

1.  It was the last place to be settled in North America.  For 

     eighty years most American saw our area as some place that 

     had to be crossed to get to something better.

2.  When it came time to take Indian lands back east the 

     question of where to move them was made easier to answer-

     give them an area no white man in his right mind would 

     ever want-give them the Great American Desert.

3.  Long’s image of our state persists to this day-it gave birth 

     to the “dust bowl” image of our state that took root in 

     America’s mind long before the “dirty thirties.”  This image

     has given native Oklahomans a kind of collective 

     “inferiority complex.”  We are almost ashamed to mention

     where we are from out of fear of how they might react.

4.  The desert image fixed in American’s minds continues to 

     impact state tourism today.  The comment heard over and 

     over again from first time visitors is “I had no idea it was so

     green here.” 

