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Today’s Lesson Title:  EARLY U.S. EXPLORERS IN OKLAHOMA-by 1817, seven major expeditions sponsored by the U.S. Government had explored the area that was now being called Indian Territory or the Western District of Arkansas.  First came the Wilkinson expedition,then Sparks, Seay, James, 

Nuttall, Sibley, and Glass-each making major contributions to Americans understanding the natives, plants, and animals in our area.  But it was the explorer who came to Indian Territory twice-first in 1817 and again in 1819 that fixed Americans image of Indian Territory for the next two hundred years.  Today, we will tell his story.

Major Stephen H. Long- was an ambitious sort of man and of course ready to take on any task that might advance his career in the U.S. Army.  In 1817, he got his chance.  The army sent him west to determine the best sites on the frontier for U.S. forts.  In the summer of 1817 he established a fort near the spot where the Poteau River flows into the Arkansas.  He named his fort  Fort Smith.  Then Long went back east to report to his superiors.

THE 2ND LONG EXPEDITION-occurred in 1819.  This time he was instructed to explore the Red River to its source.  He got lost and ended up exploring what we now call the South Canadian River(about a hundred miles north of the Red River).

Although he was lost he did gain enough information to suggest a location for two more forts-Fort Gibson(northeast of present day Muskogee) and Fort Towson(close to Durant, Oklahoma and the Red River).

