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in south central Oklahoma-on the way to Dallas) and as they thrust upward they left two low-lying basins-the Arkoma Basin in eastern Oklahoma and the Anadarko Basin in western Oklahoma.  How are the two basins different? Salt water. Natural gas, and oil are found about 300 feet below the surface in the Arkoma Basin but the same resources aren’t found until you drill down 3000 feet in the Anadarko Basin.

WHAT HAPPENED NEXT ?

The salt sea remained about 200 million years.  Sand and silt began to fill the area.  As marine life died and fell to the bottom of the water it settled in layers.  We see evidence of this in the layers of sandstone, flint, and shale along the creeks that drain into the Arkansas River and along the cliffs overlooking the river itself.  As the sea filled with sand and silt it began about 30 million years ago to resemble a marsh or swamp that dinosaurs could wade around in.  As they and plant life died their remains settled in the marshes and swamps and were covered over with more sand and silt eventually creating a huge deposit of fossil fuels in the area where Oklahoma is today.

SO HOW HAVE FOSSIL FUELS SHAPED OKLAHOMA HISTORY ?

Oklahoma produces 10 percent of the natural gas used by the United States.  We have the second largest oil reserve in the U.S. (after Texas-but we actually have more fossil fuels per square mile than Texas). For 100 years it has fueled our economy-creating jobs! In good times, we have depended on it too much instead of diversifying(creating different kinds of  jobs).  The result has been when oil and gas prices are low Oklahoma suffers the most.

