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chickens, quail, beaver, elk, wolves, and deer that still populated the area at that time.

Thomas Nuttall-was the most famous scientist to come to the area during this period.  Known as the “father of American botany” he got lost several times while visiting the area but while he was lost managed to produce the most scientifically accurate information of any of the early U.S. visitors.  He managed to create a very detailed listing of all the plants along the Verdigris, Grand, and Arkansas Rivers.

George C. Sibley-made one of the most important discoveries of this period in 1811.  He discovered the “Great Salt Plains” in northwestern Oklahoma.  Upon seeing it for the first time he said it looked like “a great blanket of snow.”  In interviewing the Indians living in the area he was the first white American to learn that Indians came from 100s of miles to trade with the local Indians for the salt.

Anthony Glass-in spite of the Spanish he made it all the way up the Red River to Twin Villages by 1813 and began to trade with the Wichitas.  He too complained of the “Great Raft.”(Later, in the 1850s the U.S. Corp of Engineers would blast the river clear opening it up to steamboat travel).  

THREE FORKS TRADING CENTER-was a trading post established by U.S. citizens at the point where the Grand, Verdigris, and Arkansas Rivers all come together(near present day Okay, Oklahoma and just south of Wagoner, Ok).

