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Today’s Lesson Title:  OTHER U.S. EXPLORERS VISIT WHAT IS NOW OKLAHOMA-who was this man who sent so many explorers west?  More than anything else Jefferson was a student-a life long learner-curious about everything.  And from 1800 until about 1810 he obsessively focused on his Louisiana Purchase.  Every explorer he sent out was instructed to send back live specimens of the animal life they encountered.  At one point in 1807 Jefferson allowed as many as 100 wild animals to run loose in the White House so he could examine them.  People would be eating at formal dinners only to feel something furry crawling between their feet.  The country got its money’s worth from the expedition largely because of the President who was in charge.  He demanded to know what was out here and his explorers delivered.  Today, we will focus on other explorers who came to our area after Lt. Wilkinson.

The Sparks Expedition-was sent by Jefferson in 1806 to explore the Red River.  Richard Sparks got far enough up the river to discover it was mostly too blocked by a debris field to be navigated.  He called this tangle of logs and debris “the great raft.”  He didn’t make it as far as the “twin villages of the Wichitas” because a cavalry unit of Spanish soldiers stopped him-informing him he had entered Spanish territory(which was not true).

Thomas Seay and Edmund James-came as scientists just to study the plant and animal life of the area.  Both made detailed drawings of the plants and animals growing in what is now eastern Oklahoma.  They described the buffalo that still roamed the area.  They drew detailed pictures of the wild horses, prairie

