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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE FIRST U.S. CITIZENS VISIT WHAT IS NOW OKLAHOMA-on December 20, 1803, the French flag flying over New Orleans came down and the “stars and bars” went up.  20,000 non-Indian Americans lived in Louisiana-mostly around New Orleans and St. Louis.  The rest of the purchase had never before been seen by U.S. citizens.  But in 1804 that would change.  In today’s lesson we will study the first U.S. explorers to visit what is now Oklahoma.

Zebulon Pike-in July, 1806, President Jefferson sent Lt. Zebulon Pike to explore the southern half of Louisiana.  Second in command on the Pike Expedition was Lt.  James B. Wilkinson.  Their guides were a group of Osage and Pawnee Indians(who had come to Washington to meet the “great white father” President Jefferson).  Their orders were to explore the Arkansas River and its tributaries.

Lt. James B. Wilkinson-became ill near what is now Great Bend, Kansas(a sharp bend in the Arkansas River).  It was decided Wilkinson needed to get back east to medical care as soon as possible.  So the men hollowed out two huge cottonwood trees and half of the expedition started with Wilkinson floating down the Arkansas River.  Pike and the rest of the expedition went on to the headwaters of the Arkansas in what is now Colorado where they discovered Pike’s Peak.

THE WILKINSON EXPEDITON-the further south they floated the better Wilkinson began to feel.  In November, 1806, Wilkinson and his men were the first U.S. citizens to visit Sand Springs.  In fact they named the geographic feature and put it on their map.  A little east of the springs at a bend in the river they encountered a village of Tullahasee Creeks.  Wilkinson

