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one purchase Jefferson more than doubled the size of the United States.  But no American had seen it.  What had we bought?  It became an instant priority to authorize explorers to go take a look.  Who should he send?  Jefferson decided to send his personal secretary Meriwether Lewis. 

LEWIS AND CLARK-Lewis was allowed to pick his team.  He chose William Clark and 37 other men.  The Corp of Discovery-which was the formal name for the Lewis and Clark expedition -left St. Louis in May 1804 to explore the Missouri River all the way to the Pacific.  Two and a half years later they returned to St. Louis with accurate maps of the Northern part of Louisiana.  They also brought back samples of the plant and animal life of the region.  They met the natives and informed them they were now living in the United States.

NEXT TIME WE WILL DISCUSS THE U.S. EXPLORERS WHO FIRST VISITED THE SOUTHERN PART OF LOUISIANA.

