34

Today’s Lesson Title:  WELCOME TO THE UNITED STATES!-in May 1803, Thomas Jefferson went against everything he believed in about interpreting his constitutional powers as President.  He bought Louisiana(which included what is now Oklahoma).  He bought it without seeing it first.  He spent money the government didn’t have.  He did it without Congressional permission.  He should have been impeached.  Instead, he was declared a national hero and re-elected for another four years.  Today and this week we study the first U.S. explorers to visit the area.

The Treaty of San Ildefonso-was signed between France and Spain in 1800 ending a war between the two countries.  Under the terms of the treaty France got Louisiana back after 37 years of Spanish control.  Under the terms of the  treaty Napoleon promised not to sell Louisiana to the Americans.  The Spanish were afraid if the United States got control of the region they might one day prove to be a threat to Spanish control of southwestern North America.

NEW ORLEANS-after France regained control of Louisiana Americans became concerned the French would no longer allow us to use the port at New Orleans and might even stop us from using the Mississippi River to ship our goods to market.

So President Jefferson sent messengers to Paris to find out if maybe the United States could buy New Orleans.

A SURPRISE-in 1803, Napoleon needed cash.  He sent a messenger to Jefferson.  How much would the United States be willing to give?  Jefferson thought he was making an offer to buy New Orleans.  It turned out Napoleon was willing to sell all of Louisiana for 15 million dollars or 4 cents an acre.  With

