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THE END OF THE FRENCH PRESENCE IN OKLAHOMA

In the French and Indian War Spain had sided with France against the English.  When the English won the war in 1763 Spain had to give England Florida.  The Spanish became angry at the French for losing and demanded they give them Louisiana to make up for having lost Florida.  So in 1763, our area became a part of Spanish Louisiana-on paper at least.  But in reality the Spanish made no attempt to control the area.

ANOTHER WAR-ANOTHER OUTCOME-in 1800, France and Spain were at war with one another.  France won.  As a part of their peace treaty ending the war Spain had to give back

Louisiana.  But Napoleon had to promise not to sell it to the Americans.

A BROKEN PROMISE-by 1803 Napoleon had fought one too many wars.  He was out of money.  He needed cash fast.  He got it by selling what is now Oklahoma to the United States Government—but more about that next time.  After 1803, most of the French trappers and traders were required to withdraw from what the new American owners would call Indian Territory-thus ending first 300 years of Spanish occupation and 100 years of a dominant French presence.

