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Today’s lesson title:  THE FRENCH LEGACY-what did the French contribute to our history?  How has life unfolded different for European settlers because the French came first?

Today’s lesson will focus on the main contributions made by the French presence in our area.

Coureurs debois-“brothers of the woods.”  That’s what the Indians called Frenchmen who left their French culture behind and totally adopted Indian culture.  English-Americans, who were much more prejudiced against the Indian put it all in simpler terms-“he’s gone Injun.”  Many French trappers adopted the practice of maintaining a “winter wife”(white) in a big mansion overlooking the Mississippi River in St. Louis and a couple of “summer wives”(Indian) out on the frontier in places like Oklahoma.  They would have families with both wives and die old, contented Frenchmen.  Others never looked back and became totally Indian in behavior.  The result of all this is thousands of Indians living in Oklahoma with French names-names like DeRossett, DeRoin, Chouteau, etc.  

TRUST-because the French trappers had gotten on so well with the natives in our area later European-Americans who moved into the area had an easier time getting along with the Indians-until the Indians figured out the later white settlers were more prejudiced than the French had been.

FRENCH PLACE NAMES-a lot of destinations end at French named locations in Oklahoma-Poteau, Verdigris, Chouteau, LaFlore County, Kiamichi, Tishamingo and on and on.  In fact the French named most of the Indian groups in North America and thus most of the natives in Oklahoma.

