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Deer Creek-is an archaeological site located south of Newkirk, and north of Ponca City.  It was a French tannery established on the Salt Fork of the Arkansas River in the 1760s.  It was at its peak production in the 1770s and 80s.  The tanners would float their finished leather goods down the Arkansas River to the Mississippi and then to waiting ships at New Orleans.

POLITICAL ALLIANCES-the French trappers treated the Indians more fairly than Anglo-Americans.  The French did not come to America to claim land.  Anglo-Americans did.  The French helped the Indians resist the English-Americans by supplying them with guns and ammunition which the Indians used to try and stop the westward movement of Anglos onto Indian land.  This tended to cause deep resentment by many Americans toward the French on the frontier.  Although the French government would help the 13 colonies win their freedom from England, deep resentment would continue on the frontier toward Indians with French names.

