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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE FRENCH IN QUIVIRA-the 
French first came to live in what is now Oklahoma in 1718 when Bernard LaHarpe established the first French trading post near what is now Haskell, Oklahoma(about 40 miles southwest of Tulsa).  The French and their descendents continue to this day to be a part of our state culture.  Lesson three will focus on those who came after LaHarpe and made a life in Spanish Quivira.

THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR-was the American part of a larger European war called the Seven Years War fought between France and England from 1756 until 1763.  In 1763, the French finally gave up their claim to any part of North America including the huge Louisiana region(which included what is now Oklahoma).  Technically the area resumed under Spanish control.  In reality the Spaniards had neither money or soldiers to send to the area so in effect French trappers and traders continued and even increased in number in Quivira between 1764 and 1800.

 THE CHOUTEAUS-in 1764, Auguste Chouteau and Pierre Liguest began a trading post at St. Louis on the west bank of the Mississippi River.   Shortly thereafter, Auguste’s younger brother Jean Pierre Chouteau began trading with the Osage and Quapaw Indians living along the Grand River near present day Locust Grove, Chouteau, and Salina, Oklahoma.   From the 1760s on down to this day the Chouteaus have kept a French presence alive in Oklahoma.  Jean Pierre mostly traded guns and ammunition for hides.  The Osage used the guns to fight their enemy the Pawnee who moved south from Nebraska into north central Oklahoma in the 1770s.

