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Today’s Lesson Title:  PREHISTORIC OKLAHOMA AND OUR NATURAL RESOURCES-The Indians hated the stuff.  

It made their creeks smell foul.  Whenever lightening would strike often the creek or river would explode and catch on fire.

Whenever they tried to drink the water it gave them and their 

horses stomach cramps or worse.  The second some “stupid white man” showed up and wanted to buy their land they’d sell.  Of course we’re talking about oil-“black gold, Texas tea.”  How did Oklahoma get so much of it?  Why do we have the largest natural gas reserves in North America?  How have these natural resources shaped our history?   These are some of the questions we’ll answer today.

A SHALLOW SALT SEA
About a 100 million years ago-give or take a few million-Oklahoma was covered by about fifteen to twenty feet of salt water.  How do we know?  The limestone cliffs of Prattville and the bluffs overlooking Shell Creek Lake are filled with the fossils of crustaceans(clam shells and other sea life-how do you think Shell Creek Lake got its name?).   So how do you think they got there?  I mean the closest salt water(ocean) is Galveston Bay 600 miles southeast of here.  So we were covered by salt water.

THE BASINS

Basins are low areas where mud and sludge settle as rock strata push upward and form mountain chains.  We believe about 300 million years ago(again give or take a few million years) the three mountain chains of Oklahoma thrust upward(the Ozarks in eastern Oklahoma, the Washitas to the southeast near Atoka and  Hugo,  and   the   Arbuckles   along  I-35 near  Anadarko

