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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE FRENCH COME TO QUIVIRA-when the Spanish left Quivira and headed back south to Mexico City, they left behind a legacy of distrust, hatred, and violence.  The French who came into what is now Oklahoma had a very different relationship with the natives.  Today’s lesson will discuss who came from France, where they lived, and their contribution to the future of Oklahoma.

LaSalle-in 1681, LaSalle and 400 Frenchmen left Quebec, marched west, sailed across the Great Lakes, and floated down the Mississippi River to its mouth below the Spanish fort at what is now New Orleans.  Believing the natives would help him to push out the hated Spanish, in the summer of 1682,  he planted the French flag in an island in the middle of the Mississippi and in the name of the Doctrine of Discovery claimed all lands drained by the Mississippi and its tributaries(the Missouri, Rock, Ohio, and Arkansas Rivers) for France.  He named the area Louisiana for Louis the Great(Louis XIV).  Although LaSalle didn’t ever get to Oklahoma, because of his explorations and the weakening presence of the Spanish, what we call Oklahoma fell under French control from 1682 until 1763.

Bernard LaHarp-didn’t care what country controlled the area we call Oklahoma.  He just wanted to make some money.  In 1718 he sailed up the Mississippi, then up the Arkansas and Red Rivers and began trading with the Wichitas and other native people living in what is now eastern Oklahoma.  We know he traded as far north as Haskell(about 40 miles southwest of Tulsa).  Although he didn’t establish permanent trading post, he did leave us a detailed journal describing the

