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responded by living at peace with the French traders and helped many of them to become millionaires.

HOW DID TRADING WITH THE FRENCH AFFECT NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURE?

In the 60s there was a song that went “killing me softly with your love.”  In the end the French did more to destroy Native American culture than the Spanish had done.  How?

The Indians traded animal furs for rifles, blankets, iron cooking pots, steel knives, beads, and alcohol.  Little by little  over several generations the Indians forgot how to make their own blankets, weapons, clay pots, and bone knives.  They went from being an independent people to a dependent people. They became wasteful-if a gun broke instead of fixing it they would wait until the next French trader came along with a new one.  In the hot summer months they would leave blankets laying on the ground to rot.

What if the French trader didn’t come this year?  Because they had forgotten how to take care of themselves many Indians starved or froze to death.  The Indian temperament and alcohol just didn’t seem to mix well.  Nothing seems to destroy a culture like being dependent on another culture to take care of them._

NEXT TIME WE WILL STUDY THE FRENCH TRADERS WHO CAME TO OKLAHOMA AND WHERE THEY LIVED.
