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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE FRENCH COME TO AMERICA-as the Spanish withdrew back south to Mexico City they left a legacy of hatred, distrust, and violence.  The French would develop a very different relationship with the natives in this area and ultimately pave the way for more peaceful interaction between races and cultures.  Today, we will study why the French came to America and how their relationship with the natives was different for the natives than it had been with the Spanish.

WHY THEY CAME-to make money- make as much as they could any way they could-mainly by trading for furs. Two canoes piled high with beaver skins would net a trapper about 2 million dollars a season.  The French never intended to conquer the region.  They thought life was far superior in France.  Most didn’t bring their families.  They expected to get rich and go home to France.

A DIFFERENT ATTITUDE-the French had a far different attitude toward the natives than the Spanish.  The Portuguese and the Spanish had been the ones to start the slave trade with Africa on the basis of skin color.  Darker skinned people bore the “mark of Cain” the first murderer.  Such people were supposedly uncivilized or more animal than human and had to be controlled and to the Spanish slavery was the best way to control an inferior people.  The French did not see the natives this way.  They saw them as fully human.  As for polygamy and communal property the French could care less.  They weren’t here to claim land and many a French trapper took three or four Indian wives.  The bottom line is this-the French treated  the  Indians  like    human   beings   and   the  Indians 

