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new “owners” and the natives.  It took a long time for the Indians to figure out that Europeans thought they owned these 

“discovered” lands.  When the natives of Quivira finally understood this they began trying to shove the Spanish out.

A GREATLY DIMINISHED EMPIRE-by 1588, King Philip of Spain was finally catching on-Elizabeth was never going to marry him and he was never going to get England.  Besides, she was getting old and fat and he didn’t want her anyway.  So the Spanish Armada attempted to invade  England in 1588 with the purpose of kidnapping Elizabeth.  A storm blew up and sank half the Spanish Navy.  The rest withdrew.  Spain was running out of money.  By 1600, the Spanish government could barely afford to keep control of Mexico-let alone North America.  So they began to withdraw south -although they maintained control of their Spanish missions along the Camino Royale up the coast of California(San Deigo, Los Angeles, Santa Barbara, San Jose, and San Franscisco).

SO WHAT CONTRIBUTION DID THE SPANISH MAKE TO OKLAHOMA HISTORY?  

1.  They left good maps and  journals describing the physical 

     characteristics of the area in the 1500s.

2.  They left good descriptions of the various native groups 

     living here in the 1500s.

3.  They give us the earliest accounts of the vastness of the 

     buffalo herds(a typical herd was 30 miles wide and 60 

     miles long.

4.  They brought the “horse culture” to the southern plains 

     which changed Indian life forever.

5.  They left place names like Cimarron and Anadarko. 
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