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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE SPANISH WITHDRAW-the Spanish only dominated the area we call Oklahoma for about 60 years.  Although they would legally “own” the area from 1763 until 1800 they rarely visited the area after 1601.  Why did they leave?  What is their contribution to Oklahoma History?  These and other questions will be answered in today’s lesson.

LEGAL CLAIM TO QUIVIRA-was based on two European assumptions:

The Line of Demarcation-shortly after Columbus returned to Spain in 1494 Spain and Portugal almost went to war over who would own the newly discovered lands. Portuguese sailors had reached the eastern tip of what we now call Brazil.  So rather than have his two main Catholic countries go to war(and cost his church a lot of money)the pope divided the world into two 

halves-Portugal got everything it could capture east of the line and Spain got everything west of the line.  The Portuguese agreed because they didn’t think there was much more than a couple of hundred miles west of the line.  They ended up with about three hundred miles of Brazil and the eastern half of what we call Maine.  Spain ended up with most of  North, Central, and South America. 

Right of Conquest-was a legal concept supported by Europeans and based on Christian ethics.  Any lands “discovered” by explorers belonged to the country that sent the explorers.  However, any natives living on the land must be treated as sovereign(self-controlling).  They were to be allowed to live on the land without interference by the new owners.  Any changes in this arrangement had to be dealt with by treaty between the

