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CULTURE CLASH

Why couldn’t the Spanish get along with the natives of Quivira?  Cultural differences.

1.  polygamy-many Indian cultures practiced polygamy-the 

     practice of having many mates.  They had adopted this into 

     their culture for what seemed like practical reasons-the 

     death of  brothers left widows who were taken in by 

     surviving brothers.  To the Spaniards this appeared to be

     animal-like behavior(like dogs in the street).  So they 

     assumed Indians were more animal than human and tended 

     to hunt them like animals.

2.  communal property-Indians didn’t believe in individual 

     ownership or the ownership of much personal property of 

     any kind.  The Indian idea was if you have a horse then I 

     have a horse if I need to use it.  The Spaniards called this 

     stealing.  The Indians called it sharing.  As for an individual

     owning a piece of mother earth-well that was absurd to an

     Indian-how could you possibly believe you owned some-

     thing that was here long before you arrived and would be 

     here long after you were dead?  You were born of the earth 

     and the earth would swallow you up again after you were

     dead.  Mother earth was too great for individual ownership.

3.  religion-the Spanish were the most devout Roman Catholics

     in Europe.  They thought their church was the only true 

     church.  They tended to be hostile toward anyone who 

     rejected the Catholic Church and the Pope’s authority.  If an 

     Indian rejected baptism the Spaniards shot them in the head

     on the assumption the Indian was a “demon.”

