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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE FIRST EUROPEANS COME TO OKLAHOMA-part III-after Coronado first visited what he named Quivira(place toward the heat) other Spaniards followed.  Today’s lesson will focus on these Spanish explorers and their relationship with the native people in the area.

Andres deCampo-was a Portuguese soldier traveling with Padilla.  He and Padilla  were the first Europeans to meet the Wichitas living along the banks of the Red River.  They  wrote of native farmers who covered their bodies with tattoos.  As deCampo and Padilla traveled back toward Santa Fe they were attacked by the Comanches.  Padilla was killed and deCampo was taken prisoner.  He lived among the Indians of Quivira for the next five years.  Padilla and deCampo’s journals tell us much about life in this area during the 1500s.

Hernando deSoto-the best archaeological evidence indicates that deSoto made it into what is now Oklahoma as far as present day Webber’s Falls(about 50 miles west of Fort Smith on I-40).  His private secretary, Rodrigo Ranjel kept a detailed journal with drawings of plant and animal life in the area.  He describes the “wild cows”(buffalo)used by the natives for food, shelter, and clothing.

Don Juan deOnate –was the last Spaniard to come into what is now Oklahoma coming to the area in 1601.  Sadly, by the time he arrived the Quivira Indians greeted his expedition very differently than they had Coronado’s 60 years earlier.  As his expedition left northwestern Oklahoma and headed toward what is now Wichita, Kansas they were attacked by the Indians.

Many of deOnate’s men were killed.  They headed back to Mexico.  Onate was the last Spaniard to explore Quivira.

