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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE FIRST EUROPEANS COME TO OKLAHOMA-part II-it all started with King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella.  They gave Columbus money to go and see what he could find.  Ferdinand hoped it would be gold.  Isabella hoped it would be souls.  Later, Conquistadors came in hope of glory on foreign battlefields.  Today’s lesson will discuss other Spaniards who came to Quivira after Coronado and what they were seeking.

GOLD, GLORY, AND GOD- Coronado never found his cities of gold but that didn’t keep others from following him looking for the same lost cities.  Anthropologists speculate someone saw a  reflection  of a sunset on  adobe houses from some distance(somewhere in northeastern New Mexico) and concluded they were houses made of gold.  Whatever the source of the legend it is clear Spaniards came to North America looking for gold.  Others came for glory on the battlefield.  Many fried in their body armor in the July heat of Quivira(scientists have put thermometers in armor in the sun and measured the temperature at 180 degrees).  Spanish diaries record hundreds of young noblemen died and were buried under the western prairie of what is now Oklahoma.  Still other Spaniards came in the name of God.

Padilla-was a Catholic missionary who came along with Coronado for the purpose of converting whatever Indians they encountered.  He had an unusual method of preaching though.  He held a gun to the Indian’s head and asked him “do you want to be a Christian?”  When the Indian said no he would ask a second and third time and if the Indian said no the third time he shot him-assuming he must be a demon. 

