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Conquistadors-were the younger sons of the Spanish nobles in Spain. The Spanish practiced primogeniture which means when the father died the oldest surviving son got the house and land.  The younger sons settled for a small amount of cash, some body armor, and a new suit of clothes.  So how do you get rich again?  You go to America, become a hero in the war with the Indians, come back to Spain and marry the richest girl who will have you.  

Francisco Coronado-was just such a lad.  He joined the Spanish already in Mexico in 1540.  He came to find the seven cities of gold.  In 1540 and 41 he led an expedition of  1000 soldiers, 1000 horses, cows, chickens, and pigs northeast.  First they went to Tucson, then north to the Grand Canyon, then east to what is now Santa Fe, then on into western Oklahoma which they named Quivira(which means the place of heat or hell), then north to Wichita, then back to Santa Fe, the Grand Canyon, and finally back to Mexico.

THE BEGINNING OF THE HORSE CULTURE-one night near present day Enid a thunderstorm struck and 300 of Coronado’s horses got away.  Within 200 years these 300 horses turned into 2 million wild horses.  This is how the horse culture came to the Plains Indians and changed their lives forever.

HATRED BETWEEN INDIANS AND SPANIARDS-the Spanish treated the Indians like animals.  If they refused to become Catholic they shot them in the head.  Coronado captured a Pawnee boy in the Texas Panhandle and made him act as a guide.  Eventually Coronado roasted him alive and pretended to eat him to frighten spying Indians they knew were watching.
