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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE FIRST EUROPEANS VISIT WHAT IS NOW OKLAHOMA-part one-we are not sure who first got to our area from Europe.  Archaeologists are still debating information they have collected.  Today’s lesson will focus on the earliest explorers, why they came, and where exactly they traveled as they came through our area.

Hernadezs Cortez-came from Spain in 1520 with several thousand soldiers .  First they came to Cuba and then on to what is now Mexico.  They marched toward Tenochtilin(Mexico City)the Aztec capital.  The Aztecs had a legend.  Some day a man with a white beard riding on a white horse and shining brighter than the sun would appear.  He would be God.  Apparently he Aztecs and their King Montezuma believed Cortez was God.  They showed him their treasure house.  The Spaniards carried European germs in their system like smallpox which the Aztecs easily caught.  When they were their sickest Cortez and his army attacked and destroyed the Aztec capital.

Cibola-the Aztecs had another legend.  Somewhere to the northeaster were seven cities of solid gold called Cibola.  In 1520 Cortez and some of his men rode as far north as southern Arizona looking for the cities but finally gave it up.  For the next twenty years the rumor of the cities of gold was told all over Spain-eventually some rich noblemen would surly go looking for them again,

Francisco Coronado-joined the Spaniards already in Mexico in 1540.  He had come for the purpose of searching for the seven cities of gold.  In the Spring of 1540 he led an expedition of 1000 soldiers, 1000 horses, cows, chickens, and pigs north-

