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BEEHIVE HOUSES-The Wichitas lived in strange looking houses.  They were made of grass and looked like a huge haystack or an old fashioned beehive. They were warm in the winter and cool in the summer.

WARFARE-when they had to fight they did not try to totally destroy the enemy(like the Europeans).  Instead they would go on night raids and kill just enough of their enemy to make the point.  They used bows and arrows.  They tortured their victims.  But they did not try to wipe out their enemies.

THE APACHES

They lived in what is now southwestern Oklahoma and the southern part of the Texas Panhandle.  They were nomadic.  They lived in teepees and followed the buffalo herds.  The buffalo provided their food, clothes, shelter, fuel, weapons, and tools.  The Apaches were a tough people-they practiced the sun dance.  In the sun dance, an 18 year old male would allow his chest muscles to be pierced with sharp sticks and then he would be suspended from the ceiling of the main lodge by leather straps tied to the sharp sticks.  If he passed out he had to do it again when he was a little older.

THE COMANCHES

Were the most fierce-warrior like people living in the area.  They lived in northwest Oklahoma and the northern part of the Texas Panhandle.  They traded with the Wichitas and eventually obtained guns from the French.  Later, they would be the first native group to adopt the horse culture after horses became plentiful in North America.  Like the Apaches they lived in teepees and followed the migrating buffalo herds.

