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Today’s Lesson Title:  NATIVE PEOPLE LIVING IN THE AREA IN A.D. 1492-who was living in this area in 1492 when Columbus first reached North America?  Three groups called what we call Oklahoma their home.  Where in the area did each live?  What were they like?  How did they interact with one another?  These are some of the questions we will answer today.

THE WICHITAS-they lived along the banks of the Red River in south central Oklahoma.  They were agriculturalists or what we call farmers.  The women and children planted and tended the crops.  They grew corn, beans, squash, and tobacco.  The men hunted buffalo, deer, elk, and prairie chickens.  It is estimated there were as many as 60,000,000 buffalo in North America in 1492.

COALESCED VILLAGES-are small villages joined by common culture.  These villages were scattered along the north and south banks of the Red River.  If one village was attacked the other villages would come to their rescue.  They made clay pottery.  They covered their bodies with tattoos.  

MATRILINEAL SOCIETY-the women owned all the property and passed it along to their oldest daughters.  They practiced polygamy which meant the men had several wives.

SKILLED TRADERS-most of the time they were able to live at peace with other native people in the area because they became very good at trading.  The Wichitas had what other groups wanted so instead of fighting they traded with one another.                                                                                              

