14

PLAINS VILLAGE FARMERS-around 1000 B.C.  the humans in this region began collecting in villages.  They had developed tobacco as a trade item.  They lived in grass covered lodges.  They stored their food and tobacco in pits in the ground.  They began trading with hunter/gatherers still roaming about the area.

THE MOUND BUILDERS-around A.D. 400 a new culture began to emerge called Spiro Culture-so named because their mounds are located near Spiro, Oklahoma on the south bank of the Arkansas River.  They buried their dead in man-made mountains.  They lived in rectangular mud and pole houses with grass for a roof.  These houses were built around the base of the burial mounds.  From artifacts found at the site we know they traded with other Indians as far away as Wisconsin, Florida, and New Mexico.  After about A.D. 1400 the Mound Builders had abandoned the site.  The best evidence indicates they left because of a prolonged drought.  Gilcrease Art Museum in Tulsa and the Oklahoma Historical Society in Oklahoma City have most of the Spiro artifacts in their collections.

