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be ended as soon as “peace with honor” could be achieved-these same Oklahomans felt very uncomfortable about openly protesting the war.  They saw such protests as un-American, disloyal, and unpatriotic.  Rural Oklahomans were the most torn because most of the soldiers from Oklahoma were from small towns, ranches, and farms.  They wanted the war stopped immediately but they just couldn’t bring themselves to openly protest it.  And they deeply resented “draft dodgers” who fled to Canada while their sons were being shipped home in metal boxes.

KENT STATE-changed everything.  In May 1970, the Ohio National Guard opened fire on college students protesting the war.  Five or six students were killed while  cameras recorded it.  Finally, Americans and even rural Oklahomans said “enough is enough.”  After that most Oklahomans began to openly protest the war-if not in marches at least in their conversations.  Even though most “baby-boomers” ended up agreeing the war should stop it further polarized their voting patterns and they still debate whether exercising one’s freedoms of speech and assembly is patriotic or unpatriotic.  Politically, the result was clear in Oklahoma.  Oklahomans blamed Johnson and the Democrats for getting them into the mess in the first place and helped Nixon win by a “landslide” in 1972.
WATERGATE-Nixon totally misread the election of 1972.  He believed his landslide allowed him to do whatever he wanted-even lie to the American people.  He was wrong.  Possibly Watergate in the end can be called a “reality check.”  Politicians are human.  They can do wrong.  And maybe we shouldn’t automatically believe what they say without evidence.  Indications are the “Watergate episode” matured  American voters-causing them to listen a little more carefully and watch a little more carefully what politicians are saying and doing.  The negative result of Watergate is it caused many voters to become cynical and stop participating in the process(voting).  Now only 50 percent of eligible voters vote in Presidential elections.

