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Today’s Lesson Title: THE VIETNAM WAR AND WATERGATE YEARS-1967-1976-“the promises of the Great Society have been shot down on the battlefields of Vietnam, making the poor white and Negro bear the heaviest burden both at the front and here at home.”  Martin Luther King, Jr.-1967.The Vietnam War divided Oklahomans politically and socially more than they had ever been divided before.

The Watergate episode furthered deepened the division.  Today, we will focus on how Oklahomans reacted to both incidents.

“The Domino Effect”-that was the theory behind the war.  Let one Southeast Asian country fall to Communism and it would encourage the Communist to keep on knocking down democracies until they finally reached our shores.  At least that’s what President Johnson said.  What it was really about for Oklahomans was poor kids-black and white who couldn’t afford to go to college being drafted while middle class and upper middle class kids went to college and stayed out of the war on a “college deferment.”  As late as 1968 only 5 percent of Oklahomans had attended college.  Rural states like Oklahoma bore the brunt of the draft.

OKLAHOMANS REACT-  By 1969, most Oklahomans had figured that Vietnam was the “wrong war, in the wrong place, at the wrong time.”  Most agreed about that.  The division occurred in how to react.  Many believed it was immoral not to protest this war and stop our soldiers from being killed.  Furthermore, it was unpatriotic not to exercise one’s freedom of speech and freedom of assembly to openly protest.  Others, although they agreed the war was probably wrong and should 

