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pass The Civil Rights Act.  He then convinced two thirds of the states to ratify the 24th Amendment.  Finally, 100 years after the 15th Amendment had been passed(giving the vote to African-Americans) the southern states(along with “Little Dixie” in southeastern Oklahoma)were forced to let African-Americans vote.  

OKLAHOMANS REACT-Democrats in “Little Dixie” felt betrayed by one of their own(a southerner).  Although they continued to vote locally for Democrats(city, county, and state offices)now they began to vote Republican for national offices(Congress, Senate, the Presidency).  Urban Oklahomans believed it was time to give Blacks the vote and supported the legislation.  Oklahoma City would respond by electing Clara Luper their first Black mayor-something Tulsa has yet to do.  Rural Oklahomans in the center and western part of the state didn’t feel particularly threatened by the Civil Rights Act-they already allowed Blacks to vote, but they were  made nervous by so much change in so short a time and were coming to more and more associate that rapid change with the Democratic Party.
“BLOODY 68” –was a turning point in American History.  In April 1968 Martin Luther King, Jr. was killed in Memphis.  In June 1968, Bobby Kennedy(candidate for President)was gunned down in Los Angeles.   President Johnson announced he would not seek re-election.  Night after night Americans saw images on the news of America’s cities on fire and the carnage taking place in Vietnam.  All of this re-enforced Oklahomans belief that America had somehow gotten off track and needed to get back on.  This belief as much as anything was pushing politics to the right and into the hands of Republicans.  

