131

Today’s Lesson Title:  “THE TURBULENT 60s”-what a time!  Things were happening fast-too fast for most Oklahomans!  Some historians call the 1960s a period when America had a “collective nervous breakdown.”  Today, we will focus on the events of the 60s and how they impacted Oklahoma.

DALLAS-November 22, 1963.  Kennedy was assassinated.  Although most Oklahomans had not been able to bring themselves to vote for a Catholic in 1960-even so he was our President and we grieved with the rest of the nation.  Still, most Oklahomans took comfort in the fact that a rancher from Texas would now lead the nation.  Little did Oklahomans know  what was in store with the coming of Lyndon Johnson to the White House.

PRESIDENT JOHNSON-was a poor boy from west Texas who had the good fortune to marry a wife with money.  It helped him run for Congress and later the Senate.  In the early days of TV they bought a TV station in Austin and became millionaires. But in all of this people forgot that LBJ had started out poor, worked his way through college and had become a high school teacher to poor Hispanic kids down on the Rio Grande. Lyndon Johnson had a heart for the “underdog.”  

THE GREAT SOCIETY-that’s what Johnson called his plan for changing America.  In his first year Johnson got Congress to pass sweeping changes to help the poorest and most helpless of Americans.  And he set about to force American’s to come to terms with “justice for all.” In 1964  he  forced  Congress to 
