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SO WHY WAS POLITICAL POWER SHIFTING IN THE STATE?

Two-thirds of Oklahoma’s population is rural-they live in communities of 8000 or less.  Many live on ranches and farms.  Things don’t change culturally or socially very fast in rural communities. Rural people tend to  get nervous about “quick change.” The Civil Rights Movement (among other things going on in America) seemed to be bringing quick changes. Governor Bellmon was a wheat farmer from Billings(northwest of Perry) population 300. Democrats on the other hand seemed to mostly be dominated by well-educated lawyers or full-time politicians. Because Bellmon was so successful as governor many Oklahomans began to associate the Republican Party with caution.  By the 1980s, what had been a Democratic state for 75 years had now become a Republican state.

