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Board of Education the Supreme Court cited the earlier Sipuel Case in striking down segregation in the United States.

OKLAHOMA INTEGRATED-in 1955 and 1956, Governor Raymond Gary integrated Oklahoma.  Because middle class and well to do Oklahomans didn’t want to seem “backward” and against “justice for all”-they quietly went along with the plan to integrate.  In reality it mostly only affected Tulsa, Oklahoma City, and Lawton with their large African-American populations.

WHAT REALLY HAPPENED-rather than confront the fact that they were prejudiced or racist “well to do whites” withdrew their children from public schools and placed them in private schools.  “Middle class whites” quietly put their houses on the market in Oklahoma City and Tulsa and followed the pattern of “white flight” to the suburbs all across America-leaving both Tulsa and Oklahoma City with the problems plaguing most Urban-American public schools today. In an attempt to attract both wealthy and middle class families to stay in the cities-both Oklahoma City and Tulsa created “magnet schools” for the best and brightest students of all races.  But in the summer of 2003 the Supreme Court struck down this approach to “integration.”

So the final chapter in integration in Oklahoma has yet to be written.

