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Today’s Lesson Title:  TURBULENT YEARS OF SOCIAL CHANGE-1946-1976-the thirty years after the conclusion of World War II brought drastic social change to both America and Oklahoma.  The struggle for Civil Rights by African-Americans, the Vietnam War, and Watergate had a profound effect on the nation and Oklahoma in particular.  The most significant effect of these social upheavals was that the control of politics in Oklahoma passed from one party to another after 75 years.  Today, we will focus on the Civil Rights years of 1946-1964.

IT BEGAN IN OKLAHOMA-the story that has yet to be told by U.S. Historians was this- the modern Civil Rights movement actually began in Oklahoma-not Montgomery, Alabama with the bus boycott of 1956.  It began with Ada Lois Sipuel.  An honors graduate from Langston University(the Negro college), Ada wanted to attend the law school at OU.  When she applied(sight unseen)in writing, the registrar accepted her application.  Then Ada showed up to register.  (The registrar assumed she was “white” because everyone knew Oklahoma’s colleges and universities were segregated -white students were allowed to attend Langston so the OU registrar assumed she was white). 

IT TOOK FIVE LAWSUITS-Ada’s daddy was relatively rich(he owned several furniture stores in Oklahoma City and Chickasha.  He had a friend in Washington named Thurgood Marshall-the lawyer for the NAACP(National Association for the Advancement of Colored People). Marshall sued the state legislature five times before Ada was given full admittance to the law school at OU.  Later, in 1954, in Brown v Topeka the

