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Robert S. Kerr-became governor in 1943.  First a lawyer from Ada, and later the co-owner of the Kerr-McGee Oil Company he rose in Oklahoma politics until he became governor, U.S. Senator, presidential candidate in 1952, and finally one of the three most powerful men in the U.S. Senate in the 1950s.  Kerr had the power and influence to bring more Federal tax dollars to Oklahoma than any other politician before or after him.  He more than anyone else got the Air Force bases to locate in Oklahoma.  His last big project was to talk Congress into paving the Verdigris River east of Tulsa and creating the Port of Catoosa making it possible for barges to reach Tulsa from the Mississippi River(500 miles away).

A SAD THOUGHT-in the end wars have been good for Oklahoma-especially Tulsa.  World War I made us the “Oil Capital of the World.”  World War II finally gave us the opportunity to diversify our economy so that we no longer had to just depend on oil.  War has been good for Tulsa-unless, you pause to allow yourself to think about the human cost.  Maybe-just maybe some Oklahomans aren’t quite as excited as some of us-especially if they lost a son, a brother, or a father or uncle in the “big one.”

ON BROADWAY-one happy note.  On March 31, 1943, the musical Oklahoma debuted at the St. James theatre on Broadway.  It did much to overcome the negative image cast by Steinbeck’s Grapes of Wrath five years earlier.  It seemed to encourage hope both for Americans and Oklahomans.

