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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE WORLD WAR II YEARS-almost immediately with the onslaught of the drought in Oklahoma in the 1930s the Roosevelt Administration seemed to understand what was needed in Oklahoma.  Beginning in 1936 with the Grand River Dam at Disney, the Federal government began building lakes in Oklahoma to increase the rainfall and humidity(Grand, Tenkiller, Gibson, Carl Blackwell bear Stillwater, Hefner in Oklahoma City).  Yet, the state did not fully recover from the dust bowl or the economic depression until the United States entered World War II.  Then, the war effort required petroleum and Oklahoma once more prospered.  Today’s lesson will deal with the end of the depression and the World War II years. 

GOVERNORS WITH COLORFUL NAMES-Oklahomans of the thirties and forties seemed to like them.  “Alfalfa Bill”, “Cowboy Pink Williams,” and “Red Phillips.”  Red Phillips became governor in 1939 and took Oklahoma through the “recovery years.”

WAR PRODUCTION-war was good for Oklahoma.  Several Air Force bases were opened in Oklahoma providing thousands of jobs-Tinker, Altus, and Enid all got Air Force bases.  Tulsa was finally able to diversify their job market by adding aerospace to their job market.  Spartan School of Aeronautics opened to train pilots for the war and was run by the richest man in America-J. Paul Getty(an oil billionaire-in fact the first billionaire on the planet).  McDonnell-Douglas built a bomber factory in northeast Tulsa out by the airport.  American Airlines eventually built a maintenance facility in Tulsa.  P.O.W camps were built at Fort Gruber east of  Muskogee. 

