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OUTLAW CELEBRETIES-Oklahomans did not yet have a college football team for which to be proud so instead they celebrated famous Oklahoma criminals. Pretty Boy Floyd(brother of the Sequoyah County Sheriff in Sallisaw), became famous nationwide.  When the FBI finally killed him in a cornfield in Ohio, 50,000 Oklahomans attended his funeral in Sallisaw.  Bonnie and Clyde(Bonnie Barker and Clyde Barrow) became famous before they were killed in 1935.   Both Bonnie and Clyde and Pretty Boy Floyd were treated like modern day Robin Hoods by poor Oklahomans because they robbed from banks and sometimes gave what they robbed to the poor.

ANGIE DEBO-from Marshall, Oklahoma, began her wonderful career and the premier historian of Oklahoma in the 1930s with publication of And the Water Still Flows in the 1930s.  A graduate of OSU and a PhD from Princeton, OU rejected her as a teacher of history and she began a prolific career as the chronicler of all things Oklahoman.  

________________________________________________________

A SAD FOOTNOTE TO HISTORY-Lyde Marland never wanted to be famous.  When her former father and now husband became governor of Oklahoma she was too embarrassed to enjoy it.  After he died in the late 1940s she continued living in the garage apartment on the Marland estate in Ponca City.  Then one night in 1953 she left Ponca City with what clothes she could pile in her car.  She didn’t return until 1975.  That year she returned to the garage apartment and spent the last 20 years of her life with her cats-only coming out late at night to dig in the garbage behind various restaurants in Ponca City.

FINAL NOTE-whatever anyone thinks about Marland’s personal life, he helped Oklahomans get through the roughest time in our state history.  And he honored Oklahoma’s pioneer women with a statue that can not be found in any other state in America.  In the end he lost control of his oil company because he thought it more important to improve his community than make a huge profit for stockholders.  Though he died broke, he left a legacy of philanthropy(giving to community causes and needs) few other Oklahomans have matched.
