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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE DUST BOWL YEARS-PART II-Oklahomans proved a second time that they were capable of self governance when they picked what proved to be another good governor in 1934 to succeed “Alfalfa Bill.”  Today, we will focus on the second half of the “dust bowl” years 1935-1939.

E.W. MARLAND-first struck it rich in Oklahoma oil in 1911.  He used his money to start the Marland Oil Company in Ponca City (which is now called CONOCO).  By 1928, he was so wealthy he began building the largest mansion west of the Mississippi River in Ponca City.  Half way through the construction his wife of 25 years died.  Marland married his adopted daughter Lyde.  In 1929, the Stock Market crashed and Marland lost most of his fortune as the mansion was being finished.  He and Lyde were never able to live in the house.  Instead they lived in the garage apartment on the estate.  

A GOOD GOVERNOR-in spite of negative publicity surrounding his marriage to his adopted daughter the voters of Oklahoma elected Marland their 9th governor in 1934.  He proved to be a very effective governor.  He agreed with most of President Roosevelt’s “new deal” policies and helped Oklahomans survive  the dust bowl and the depression.  He instituted the “homestead exemption” which gave some tax relief to anyone living on farm land that had been a homestead under the Homestead Act.  He convinced other oil producing states to adopt the Interstate Oil Compact-an agreement to cut back on production so oil prices would stay higher.  And maybe his greatest gift to Oklahomans was his paying for the construction of the Pioneer Woman Monument in Ponca City.

