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his plight.  His most famous song was This Land is Your Land-a song about how America isn’t just for the wealthy and powerful but for all of us-even the poor.

ENTERTAINMENT-as bad as these years were for Oklahomans they were not without entertainment.  Will Rogers, a native of Oologah, Oklahoma, was on the radio most nights, in the newspapers and movies.  The 101 Ranch Wild West Show was barely hanging on in Ponca City-mostly because of their star Bill Pickett, a black cowboy who bulldogged steers by biting through their lower lip until the animal passed out.  But then in August, 1935, the radio grew silent.  Wiley Post, a famous test pilot from Oklahoma who broke several speed and altitude records, and Will Rogers were killed at Point Barrow, Alaska in a plane crash.  This just added to the pain of Oklahomans during the dust bowl years.

JOHN STEINBECK-wrote a book in 1937 about what was happening to 1000s of Oklahomans during the dust bowl years.  His book was entitled The Grapes of Wrath.  It told of the story of the Joad family who had to leave Oklahoma and go to California to find work.  It gave Oklahomans a new nickname-Okie-which ended up meaning poor, white, loser.  By 1938 many Oklahomans were beginning to wonder if everyone in the state was destined to fail.

