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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE DUST BOWL YEARS-much has been written and said about the “dust bowl” years.  Some of it is true-some of it myth.  Today, we will look at the dust bowl years in Oklahoma History.

WHERE-western Oklahoma, the Texas and Oklahoma panhandles, southwestern Kansas, and eastern Colorado.  Although eastern Oklahoma got little rain during the mid 1930s, this area isn’t called “green country” for no reason.  We had a lot of trees and vegetation in this part of the state so the dust wasn’t as bad in Tulsa as it was in Oklahoma City.

WHEN-basically the rain slowed up in 1933 and it didn’t return until 1938.  Each year the ground got drier and drier and the summer temperatures got hotter and hotter.  In a normal year western Oklahoma gets about 32 inches of rain.  In 1936, less than six inches of rain fell.

DUST STORMS-were caused by two factors.  First, the lack of rain turned western Oklahoma’s dirt into dust.  Second, farmers were proud of being able to plow a field in a perfectly straight line.  Straight line plowing allowed the wind to pick up the soil more easily and start it rolling across the plains.  Later, farmers learned that if they would curve their furrows(plowed lines) like an S it would be harder for the wind to pick up the dirt and create the dust storm affect.   People caught out in dust storms reported the sky turned as dark as mid-night.   Many caught dust pneumonia and died.  Others caught outside were buried alive and suffocated.

Woody Guthrie-was a folk singer from Okemah, Oklahoma.   He became a hobo(a transit)riding in empty boxcars across America.  He wrote   songs   about   the   poor   man   and 

