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new steel bridge across the Red River(you can still see it traveling on I-35 between Oklahoma City and Dallas)and then Texas proceeded to charge Oklahomans a dollar to cross it(Texans didn’t have to pay anything because they had paid for it to begin with).  Governor Murray said they couldn’t do that.  He began what came to be known as the “Red River Bridge War.”  He stood in the middle of the bridge with a double barrel shotgun and threatened to shoot any Texans that tried to cross the bridge.  Again, he made the front page of the New York Times.  And again it seemed the voters of Oklahoma had made another mistake in their choice of leaders.  In the end Murray sued the Texas State Legislature and again-based on the old Adams-Onis Treaty of 1819 the courts sided with Oklahoma ruling that the bridges were on Oklahoma soil and therefore belonged to Oklahomans. 

A GOOD GOVERNOR-after he got the bridge controversy behind him, Murray proved to be the perfect governor to take Oklahoma through the worst of the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl years.  In 1932, when the Depression reached Oklahoma and the drought was just beginning, he got tax relief by lowering state taxes.  He set up an emergency relief board to help the neediest of Oklahoma’s poor.  He provided free seeds for farmers who couldn’t afford them.  During 1932, too much oil was being produced.  The price dropped from 5.00 dollars a barrel to 50 cents a barrel.  Governor Murray sent the state militia across the state to shut down half the wells and price of oil started to rise again.  Then he got the oil producing states to institute proration limits-limiting how much oil they produced so the price would stay high.  This helped the Tulsa economy a lot.  In 1933, he closed all the state banks for two weeks so they wouldn’t fail.  When he left office in 1935, the people realized “Alfalfa Bill” was the best governor they had ever had.
