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WHAT WERE THE PALEO INDIANS LIKE-they were big game hunters.  They used spears, stone, and bone tools.  By the time they reached Oklahoma they had developed a wooden spear throwing implement called the atlatls making it possible to throw a spear twice as hard and thus able to penetrate a large animal’s  tough skin.  They lived in family groups of about 30 to 35 in number, living in skin covered wooden frames in one large room.  They settled along creeks and rivers and hunted the wooly mammoth,  and bison(Buffalo).

THE DOMEBO SITE –located southwest of Oklahoma City holds the remains of a “wooly mammoth” with several spear points lodged in its’ skeleton. Using Carbon 14 dating it has made it possible to date when the first hunters probably arrived in the area.

PETROGLYPHS-are etchings left on cliff and cave walls by the Paleo Indians.  Several can be seen on cliffs around Shell Creek Lake.  These have been dated to the same time period as the Domebo Site.

ANOTHER THEORY-did the first humans coming to North America come from Europe-camping on the “ice flow” about 17,000 years ago?  Evidence found in archaeological digs along the coast of Virginia would indicate the first humans were white Europeans arriving in North America approximately four thousand years before the ancestors of those we call Native Americans.  So if Europeans got here first who should be paid for the land?  This latest archaeological evidence has opened up a whole new political debate.

